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The Mission of the Friends of
Carmel Valley Library is to
support and enhance our library’s
vital role in the community.

MC Gives Update

In 2025, 170 donors fueled our
programs and major library
enhancements. We're so grateful for
every single one of you who donated!

And for those of you who donated
through MC Gives, you’ll be excited
to hear we received an 18% match of
your donations, providing an extra
$2000 to our library!

As a non-profit, we rely on your
generosity to remain a central hub for
everyone. Thank you for investing in
our shared space and ensuring our
library continues to thrive.
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Growing our Community

Dear Friends,

When you walk through the door of the Carmel Valley Library, you are like a
gardener. Your curiosity, needs, interests, and questions plant seeds that help our
community flourish into a fertile garden of priorities, programs and resources.

When Jenny recognized a need for connection, she created Golden Gatherings, a
space for older adults to share conversation, laughter, and build community. Andrea
saw an opportunity to bring people together through handwork and started a
beginner’s knitting club, where participants of all ages learn new skills and form
friendships, one stitch at a time. In the Tuesday knitting group, Mireille creates
small knitted dolls. She tucks one here and there on our bookshelves as a gift to
bring a smile to your face and joy to your heart.

The popularity of our makerspace offerings for children and adults was in need of
more storage space. The circulation desk needed more efficient shelving and the
children’s area needed new shelving on the wall. Neil at Village Cabinet Company
helped us design and build cabinets and shelves to facilitate the makerspace
experience and improve the functioning at the circulation desk. He also built some
beautiful shelving in the children’s room that looks like it is an original part of the
building.

Our First Saturday Series cultivates our community in a different way. Through the
engaging perspectives of our speakers, artists and storytellers, our understanding of
the world expands and grows.

The Friends of the Carmel Valley Library help make all these things possible. As a
volunteer-led nonprofit, the Friends listen alongside the librarians and help turn
these ideas into action, funding programs, supporting new initiatives, and creating
opportunities that extend beyond county resources.

Looking ahead, this same spirit of listening and responding is inspiring our new
mural. Designed to be a beautiful addition to our patio, it will also spark curiosity
and invite discovery. The characters in the mural will be paired with books and
simple, creative teaching tools that help families turn a moment of curiosity into a
shared reading experience. We hope you will join us on May 9th to celebrate its
arrival.

The Carmel Valley Library and the “Friends” are the books, the staff, the programs
and YOU. Together, we plant the seeds that grow a vibrant and vital community.

Lisa Allison & Peg Stearn
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